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The Latin American Corporate Counsel Association has released the latest
edition of LACCA Approved. Read on to find out who Latin America’s leading
private practitioners are and which law firms received the most votes.

The latest edition of LACCA Approved, brings together some of the region's
leading private practice lawyers who have been personally recommended by
LACCA members, the top general counsel from around the region. We take a
look at the results to find out about some of the practitioners and law firms that
made the cut.

A closer look at the results

Following the counting of hundreds of votes throughout the year, The Latin
American Corporate Counsel Association (LACCA) has compiled a list of private
practitioners that Latin America’s in-house community has identified as the
region’s top legal advisers across multiple practice areas.

Over 39% of the lawyers listed come from Latin America’s largest jurisdiction,
Brazil. The countries with the second largest portion of Approved lawyers were
Mexico and Argentina with nearly 11% each.

Like in last year's edition, corporate and M&A is the area with the highest
number of LACCA Approved lawyers, representing 24% of the full list. Despite
growing market uncertainty in the first half of 2022, which saw high inflation
and interest rates, supply chain disruptions and a political swing to the left in
several Latin American countries, M&A remained an active and important area
of work for law firms.

The law firm with the most M&A lawyers in LACCA Approved is BLP (Costa Rica),
with six practitioners. Brazilian firms Pinheiro Neto Advogados and Veirano
Advogados follow with five. Sorme of the lawyers with the most votes in this
category are Lefosse partner Christiano Rehder and Daniele Resende, an
associate at fellow Brazilian firm Trench Rossi Watanabe. Lefosse partner Carlos
Mello, associate Joaquin Martinez from Argentina's Abeledo Gottheil Abcgados
SC and Veirano partner Robson Barreto were also among the most voted M&A
lawyers in the region.

Banking and finance advice is highly sought after by GCs in the region, who
must keep up to date with the latest regulations, understand the ever-evolving
fintech industry and manage financing transactions that are key for their
business operations. Unsurprisingly, banking and finance is the specialisation
with the second most listed lawyers in LACCA Approved, with over 12% of all
listed practitioners.

Mexican firm Creel, Garcia-Cuéllar, Aiza y Enriquez SC takes the lead here with
five lawyers, followed by Argentina's Beccar Varela on four. Guilherme Forbes,

partner at Brazilian outfit Stocche Forbes, is a popular choice among GCs, and
so are Lefosse partner Carlos Mello and Jose Augusto Toledo, partner at Clarity
Law in Guatemala.
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Approved lawyers by practice area

Corporate and M&A
Banking & finance

Tax

Litigation

Labour

Energy

Intellectual property
Administrative law
Arbitration

Antitrust & competition

Capital Markets

Anti-corruption investigations and
compliance

The need for solid tax advice in Latin America is constantly high, irrespective of
busts or booms in the market cycle. Brazil is notorious for having a complex tax
systemn and several other jurisdictions have expansive tax frameworks meaning
many of the region's GCs rely heavily on the support of their external counsel to
navigate the challenges. As a result, we see a significant portion of this year's
edition (11%) nominated for their tax expertise.

Brazilian firms have the most lawyers in this area. Trench Rossi tops the list with
seven Approved practitioners, closely followed by Lefosse and Machado Meyer
Advogados with six and five lawyers, respectively. Gustavo Haddad, partner at
Lefosse, and Adriana Stamato, in the partnership of Trench Rossi, received the
most votes overall.

When running into disputes, corporate legal departments want their most
trusted lawyers at the table. Many companies were left facing complex and
lengthy litigations following the pandemic, related, for example, to contract
breaches, among other things. The high demand for expertise in this area is
reflected in the large volume (nearly 10%) of Approved lawyers in this field.
Brazil's Trench Rossi boasts the highest number of Approved lawyers in the
litigation practice, with five in total. Demarest Advogados and Mattos Engelberg
Echenigue Advogados share the second spot with four each. Marcio de Souza
Polto, partner at Trench Rossi, received the most votes from GCs. Carlos
Andrade, partner at Brazil's Didier Sodre & Rosa, Rodrigo Carneiro de Oliveira,
partner at Pinheiro Neto Advogados, and Daniel Posse, partner at Posse Herrera

Ruiz in Colombia, are also popular.

1. Brazilian firms with most Approved lawyers

Trench Rossi Watanabe
Lefosse

Pinheiro Neto Advogados
Veirano Advogados:

Mattos Filho

Demarest Advogados
Machado Meyer Advogados:

TozziniFraire Advogados

In LACCA's latest research, Trench Rossi maintains its leading position with the
most Approved lawyers across all practice areas in the region. The firm has 40 in
total, one more than last year. Out of these, seven are in tax, followed by five in
litigation and four across its administrative law, corporate and M&A, and energy
departments, respectively. Lefosse and Pinheiro Neto share the second place
with 23 lawyers listed, while Mattos Filho and Veirano land on 19 each.
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2. Mexican firms with most Approved lawyers

Miggenburg, Gorches y Pefalosa
Creel, Garcia-Cullar, Aiza y Enviquez SC
Galicia Abogados.

Basham Ringey Correa

Hogan Lovells (Mexico)

Baker McKenzie (Mexics)

Miares, Angoltia, Cortes y Fuentes SC

Santamarina y Steta

]

Latin America’s second largest economy, Mexico, also has the second largest
portion of Approved lawyers, but only one more than Argentina. Miiggenburg,
Gorches y Pefalosa tops the table with 13 nominations. Creel Garcia-Cuéllar
lands on 12 Approved lawyers, five of whom are in banking and finance, and
Galicia Abogados on 11, including four in corporate and M&A.

3. Argentine firms with most Approved lawyers

Marval OFarel Mairal
Beccar Varela

Bomenit

Bruchou s Funes de Ricja
Alende & Brea

Mitrani Caballero & Ruiz Moreno

Peérez Alati, Grondona, Benites &
‘armtsen (PAGBAM)

Nicholson y Cano Abogados:

Argentina is the country with the third highest number of practitioners on the
list. At the head of the table sits Marval O'Farrell Mairal with 18 nominations.
These are spread across multiple practices, including three in IP and tax,
followed by two in administrative law, banking and finance, and labour. Beccar
Varela and Bomchil follow on 15 and 12 listed lawyers, respectively.

4. Chilean firms with most Approved lawyers

Banos & Endzurz Abogsdos
carey

cansca

Carols,Dies, Pérez Cotspos
Honorao Delaveau
Guerrero Olvos

Philpgi Pristocarizesa Ferero DU & Uria
(chie)

Barros & Errazuriz Abogados and Carey have the most LACCA Approved lawyers
in Chile this year with 13 each. Barros & Errazuriz has three listed in banking and
finance and two each in capital markets, corporate and M&A, and energy. Carey,
on the other hand, has four listed in corporate and M&A and two in capital
markets and banking and finance, respectively. In second place with nine is
Claro & Cia, followed by Cariola, Diez, Pérez-Cotapos with eight.
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5. Central American and Panamanian firms with
most Approved lawyers

Consortium Legal

BLP

Arias, Fabrega & Fabrega

Galindo, Arias & Lopez

In the five Central American countries and Panama, the regional law firms lead
in LACCA Approved ranking. Consortium Legal leads with 20, followed by BLP
with 18 and Arias' 16 . BLP (Costa Rica) stands out with 14 of the regional firm'’s
listed lawyers, of which six are in corporate and M&A. Consortium Legal and
Arias are the only regional firms to have at least one Approved lawyer in each of
the five Central American jurisdictions: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua. In Panama, Arias, Fabrega & Fabrega brought home
six LACCA Approved nominations.

6. Peruvian firms with most Approved lawyers

Rodrigo, Elfas & Medrano Abogados

CMS Grau

Estudio Echecopar a member firm of
Baker & McKenzie Intemational

Estudio Olaechea
Garrigues (Peru)

Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU & Uria
(Peru)

GSA

Miranda & Amado

Peru sees Rodrigo, Elias & Medrano Abogados at the top of the table for another
year. It has 10 Approved lawyers, including three in corporate and M&A and two
in both energy and labour. Closely behind is CMS Grau on nine lawyers, while
Estudio Echecopar member firm of Baker McKenzie International lands on
eight.
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7. Colombian firms with most Approved lawyers

Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU & Uria
(Colombia)

Baker McKenzie (Colombia)
Gémez-Pinzén

Posse Herrera Ruiz

Brigard Urndia

Dentons Cardenas & Cardenas

Regional law firm Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU & Uria (Colombia) sits
comfortably in pole position in Colombia with 15 Approved lawyers. Four of
those are in corporate and M&A, while the firm also has two lawyers listed in
energy and labour. Three firms share the second place: Baker McKenzie
(Colombia), Gémez-Pinzén and Posse Herrera Ruiz.

8. Firms with most Approved lawyers from
elsewhere in the region

Guyer & Regules

DEmpaire

Ferrere (Uruguay)

RAHOO

Rodriguez & Mendoza

Torres Plaz & Araujo

Elsewhere in Latin America, LACCA members put forward the most lawyers in
Venezuela and Uruguay for LACCA Approved. Lega from Venezuela and Guyer &
Regules from Uruguay have nine and eight lawyers listed, respectively.
Venzuela's D'Empaire and Ferrere (Uruguay) follow on seven and six.

In other countries, Pérez Bustamante & Ponce (PBP) in Ecuador and Dentons
Guevara & Gutiérrez in Bolivia received the most nominations in their
jurisdictions with three Approved lawyers each, while Headrick Rizik Alvarez &
Fernandez in the Dominican Republic and Gross Brown from Paraguay landed
on two.



